THE DISTRACTED PREACHER

HOW HE SAW TWO OTHER MEN

II

MATTERS being in this advancing state, Stockdale
was rather surprised one cloudy evening, while sitting
in his room, at hearing her speak in low tones of ex-
postulation to some one at the door. It was nearly
dark, but the shutters were not yet closed, nor the
candles lighted ; and Stockdale was tempted to stretch
his head towards the window. He saw outside the
door a young man in clothes of a whitish colour, and
upon reflection judged their wearer to be the well-
built and rather handsome miller who lived below.
The miller's voice was alternately low and firm, and
sometimes it reached the level of positive entreaty;
but what the words were Stockdale could in no
way hear.

Before the colloquy had ended, the minister's atten-
tion was attracted by a second incident. Opposite
Lizzy's home grew a clump of laurels, forming a thick
and permanent shade. One of the laurel boughs now
quivered against the light background of sky, and in a
moment the head of a man peered out, and remained
still. He seemed to be also much interested in the
conversation at the door, and was plainly lingering
there to watch and listen. Had Stockdale stood in
any other relation to Lizzy than that of a lover, he
might have gone out and investigated the meaning of
this: but being as yet but an unprivileged ally, he did
nothing more than stand up and show himself against
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